Reps Danny K. Davis, Steve Cohen, & James Clyburn
H.R. 8887, Julius Rosenwald and Rosenwald Schools
National Historical Park Act

This bill would establish the Julius Rosenwald and Rosenwald Schools National Historical Park to
commemorate the incredible impact of the philanthropy of Julius Rosenwald and the Rosenwald Schools.

The son of German-Jewish immigrants, Mr. Rosenwald helped make Sears, Roebuck & Company the
powerhouse of the 20" century and used his fortune to enhance the lives of others. During the Jim Crow era,
Mr. Rosenwald partnered with the Tuskegee Institute, Booker T. Washington, and 5,000 Black communities
in the south to build schools across 15 states to address the lack of education for African Americans. During
the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s, one-third of all African American children — more than 600,000 students — were
educated in Rosenwald schools. A 2011 study by two Federal Reserve economists concluded that the schools
played a significant role in narrowing the education gap between Black and White students in the south.! In
addition, Mr. Rosenwald’s philanthropy established museums, community centers, and housing as well as
assisted Jews in Europe and new immigrants to the U.S. The Rosenwald Fund supported the early NAACP
cases that eventually led to the Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, provided fellowships to African
Americans in the arts and sciences — such as Jacob Lawrence, Marian Anderson, Zora Neale Hurston, and
Langston Hughes, and assisted multiple Historically Black Colleges and Universities, including Fisk, Dillard,
and Howard. Mr. Rosenwald improved the lives of those in Chicago as well, creating the Jewish United Fund
of Metropolitan Chicago and the Museum of Science and Industry among many other local initiatives.

The Julius Rosenwald and Rosenwald Schools National Historical Park Act would:

e [Establish the Julius Rosenwald and Rosenwald Schools National Historical Park. The multisite
Park would commemorate the legacy of Julius Rosenwald, recognize the impact of the Rosenwald
Schools and honor other important parts of Rosenwald’s philanthropy.

e Preserve a small number of representative Rosenwald Schools including: the San Domingo
School in Wicomico County, MD, a 3-teacher school built during the Tuskegee phase of the School
Building Program; and two schools built during the Rosenwald Fund phase of the program - the St.
George Rosenwald School, a six teacher school in St. George, SC, and the Woodville Rosenwald
School, a 2-teacher school in Gloucester County, VA.

e Disseminate more fully the story of Rosenwald and the Schools throughout the nation by
establishing a network within the National Park Service to connect the remaining Rosenwald Schools,
as well as by including the interpretation of the story of Rosenwald and the Schools at the Lincoln
Home National Historic Site in Illinois, which contains Rosenwald’s boyhood home, and at the
Tuskegee Institute National Historic Site in Alabama, founded by Booker T. Washington and at which
architects designed the early Rosenwald Schools

This legislation builds on Rep. Davis’s now enacted Julius Rosenwald and the Rosenwald Schools Act that
required the National Park Service to conduct a Special Resource Study of the sites associated with
Rosenwald and the Rosenwald Schools. This bill is supported by 208 nonprofit organizations including the
Rosenwald Park Campaign, the National Parks Conservation Association, and the National Trust for Historic
Preservation. To cosponsor, please contact Jill. Hunter-Williams@mail.house.gov  (Davis),
Craig.Dulniak(@mail.house.gov (Cohen), or Elizabeth. Thomas@mail.house.gov (Clyburn).

! Aaronson, D., & Mazumder, B. (October 2011). The Impact of the Rosenwald Schools on Black Achievement. Journal of
Political Economy, 119 (5), 821-888, https://doi.org/10.1086/662962



mailto:Jill.Hunter-Williams@mail.house.gov
mailto:Craig.Dulniak@mail.house.gov
mailto:Elizabeth.Thomas@mail.house.gov
https://doi.org/10.1086/662962

Link to Non-Profits Supporters — Campaign Website

The Campaign to Create

the Julius Rosenwald

& Rosenwald Schools
National Historical Park

Non-Profit Supporters

Our 207 supporters represent a broad and diverse range of constituencies, including National Parks; African
American and Jewish groups; preservation, cultural and educational organizations; museums; synagogues
and churches; and support groups for a number of Rosenwald Schools.

Adas Israel Congregation
Washington, DC

Adat Shalom Reconstructionist
Congregation

Bethesda, Maryland

ADL Southern Division

Atlanta, Georgia

Agudas Achim Congregation
Alexandria, Virginia

Allen Temple African

Methodist Episcopal Church
Tampa, Florida

Am Shalom

Glencoe, lllinois

American Association

for State and Local History
Nashville, Tennessee

American Center for Political Leadership
Lakeland, Florida

American Historical Association
Washington, DC

American Jewish Committee
Washington, DC

American Jewish Historical Society
New York, New York

American Library Association
Chicago, lllinois

Asbury United Methodist Church
Washington, DC

Association for the Study of African
American Life and History
Washington, DC

Association of African American Museums
Washington, DC

Atlanta History Center

Atlanta, Georgia

Bet Mishpachah of Washington, DC
Washington, DC

Bethesda Jewish Congregation
Bethesda, Maryland

Black Metropolis National

Heritage Area Commission

Chicago, lllinois

B’nai Israel Congregation

Rockville, Maryland

Board of Supervisors

of Gloucester County, Virginia
Gloucester County, Virginia

As of January 11, 2024

Buffalo Jewish Community
Relations Council

Williamsville, New York

Buffalo Jewish Federation
Williamsville, New York

Building Goodness Foundation
Charlottesville, Virginia

Cape Charles Rosenwald School
Restoration Initiative, Inc.

Cape Charles, Virginia

Capital Jewish Museum

Washington, DC

Carter-Parramore High

Alumni Scholarship Fund, Inc.

Lake Mary, Florida

Center for Black Educator Development
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Charlotte Museum of History
Charlotte, North Carolina

Chesapeake Conservancy
Annapolis, Maryland

Chicago Sinai Congregation
Chicago, lllinois

Christ the Servant Lutheran Church
Reston, Virginia

City Parks Alliance

Washington, DC

Coalition for American Heritage
Washington, DC

Coalition to Protect America’s National Parks
Washington, DC

Commonwealth of Virginia Department
of Historic Resources

Richmond, Virginia

Conference of Presidents of

Major American Jewish Organizations
New York, New York

Congregation B’nai Israel
Sacramento, California

Congregation KTI

Port Chester, New York

Congregation Mickve Israel
Savannah, Georgia

Congregation Sherith Israel
Nashville, Tennessee

Congregation Sukkat Shalom
Wilmette, lllinois

Conservation Voters of South Carolina
Columbia, South Carolina

Cook Foundation

Gloucester, Virginia

Corpus Christi Episcopal Church
Okahumpka, Florida

Country School Association of America
League City, Texas

Currituck Historical Society

Currituck, North Carolina

Davis Center Community Foundation
Parksley, Virginia

Davis Center for Social Justice

at Temple Sinai

Washington, DC

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

Prince George’s County Alumnae Chapter
Prince George’s County, Maryland
Desegregation of Virginia Education Project
Norfolk, Virginia

Dorchester County Library
Summerville, South Carolina

Ebenezer Baptist Church

Atlanta, Georgia

Elmore County Association

of Black Heritage

Wetumpka, Alabama

Emet Sholom Holocaust Memorial Cemetery
Richmond, Virginia

Epsilon Eta Chapter

of the lota Phi Lambda Sorority
Gloucester, Virginia

Fairfax City Council

Fairfax, Virginia

Fairfax County History Commission
Fairfax, Virginia

Fairfield Foundation

Gloucester, Virginia

First Baptist Church

Charleston, South Carolina

Fort Mill History Museum

Fort Mill, South Carolina

Foundation for Homan Square

Chicago, lllinois

FrameWorks Institute

Washington, DC

Friends of Crystal Lake

Newton, Massachusetts
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Friends of Dyke Marsh

Alexandria, Virginia

Friends of Longue Vue

New Orleans, Louisiana

Friends of Russell Rosenwald School
Durham, North Carolina

Friends of Sears Sunken Garden
Chicago, lllinois

Friends of the Jewish Chapel

at the United States Naval Academy
Annapolis, Maryland

Galesville Community

Center Organization, Inc.

Galesville, Maryland

Gamma Nu Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma
Society International

Gloucester, Virginia

Gloucester Museum of History
Gloucester, Virginia

Gloucester Retired Educators Association
Gloucester, Virginia

Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church
Gloucester, Virginia

Great Branch Community Center
Orangeburg County, South Carolina
Haberman Institute for Jewish Studies
Rockville, Maryland

Heritage Foundation of Williamson County
Franklin, Tennessee

Historic Black Towns

and Settlements Alliance

Tuskegee, Alabama

Historic Columbus

Columbus, Georgia

Holocaust Center for Humanity
Seattle, Washington

Holy Temple Church of the Living God
Okahumpka, Florida

Hyde Park Historical Society

Chicago, lllinois

lllinois State Society of Washington, DC
Alexandria, Virginia

Isle of Wight County Historical Society
Smithfield, Virginia

Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the
American Jewish Archives

Cincinnati, Ohio

JCC Chicago

Northbrook, lllinois

Jewish American Society for Historic
Preservation

Boynton Beach, Florida

Jewish Community of Sedona and the
Verde Valley Synagogue

Sedona, Arizona

Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee
Nashville, Tennessee

Rosenwald National Historical Park Campaign

Jewish Federation of Greater Chattanooga
Chattanooga, Tennessee

Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans
New Orleans, Louisiana

Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago
Chicago, lllinois

Jewish Federation of Northern New Jersey
Paramus, New Jersey

Jewish Federation of Springfield, lllinois
Springfield, lllinois

Jewish Historical Society of South Carolina
Charleston, South Carolina

John Quinton Foundation, Inc.

Mardela Springs, Maryland

Judea Reform Congregation

Social Action Committee

Durham, North Carolina

Kettering Foundation

Dayton, Ohio

Kurzweil Foundation

Needham, Massachusetts

Lafayette Square Foundation

New York, New York

Landmarks Illinois

Chicago, lllinois

League of Conservation Voters
Washington, DC

Lincoln Presidential Foundation
Springfield, lllinois

Longleaf Productions

Greensboro, North Carolina

Longue Vue House and Gardens

New Orleans, Louisiana

Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Maryland Historical Trust

Crownsville, Maryland

MASS Design Group

Boston, Massachusetts

Mays Lick Negro School Restoration Group
Mays Lick, Kentucky

Mildred Ridgley Gray Charitable Trust, Inc.
Prince George’s County, Maryland

Mobile County Training School

Alumni Association

Mobile, Alabama

Mound Bayou Museum of

African American History and Culture
Mound Bayou, Alabama

Mt. Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Okahumpka, Florida

Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church
Okahumpka, Florida

Museum of the Southern Jewish Experience
New Orleans, Louisiana

NAACP Legal Defense

and Educational Fund, Inc.

New York, New York

National Association of Realtors
Washington, DC

National Center for Civil and Human Rights
Atlanta, Georgia

National Conference of State Historic
Preservation Officers

Washington, DC

National Council for History Education
University Heights, Ohio

National Council of Jewish Women,
New Orleans Section

New Orleans, Louisiana

National Park Partners Chickamauga
Chattanooga Moccasin Bend
Chattanooga, Tennessee

National Park Trust

Rockville, Maryland

National Parks Conservation Association
Washington, DC

National Preservation Institute
Washington, DC

National Religious Partnership

for the Environment

Washington, DC

National Trust for Historic Preservation
Washington, DC

National Urban League

New York, New York

New Bethel A.M.E. Church
Okahumpka, Florida

New Birth Baptist Church
Washington, DC

North Carolina Department of
Natural and Cultural Resources
Raleigh, North Carolina

North Lawndale Historical

and Cultural Society

Chicago, lllinois

Okahumpka Community Club
Okahumpka, Florida

Operation Understanding DC
Washington, DC

ORT America

New York, New York

Pamunkey Community
Empowerment Center

King William County, Virginia

Park Institute of America

Durham, North Carolina

Philanthropy Roundtable

Washington, DC

Preservation Action

Washington, DC

Preservation Chicago

Chicago, lllinois
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Preservation Virginia
Richmond, Virginia

Prince George’s County

Board of Education

Prince George’s County, Maryland

Prince George’s County Historical Society
Prince George’s County, Maryland

Ramah Day Camp Greater DC
Germantown, Maryland

Richmond Jewish Coalition

Richmond, Virginia

Riderwood Jewish Community

Silver Spring, Maryland

Romemu

New York, New York

Scrabble School Preservation Foundation
Castleton, Virginia

Second Union Baptist Church
Goochland, Virginia

Shenandoah National Park Trust
Charlottesville, Virginia

Sixth and | Synagogue

Washington, DC

Sonya Kurzweil Developmental Center
Newton, Massachusetts

South Carolina Department

of Archives and History

Columbia, South Carolina

South Side Community Art Center
Chicago, lllinois

Southern Education Foundation
Atlanta, Georgia

Southern Jewish Historical Society
Marietta, Georgia

Southern Poverty Law Center
Montgomery, Alabama

Spalding County Board of Commissioners
Griffin, Georgia

St. George Business Men’s Club

St. George, South Carolina

St. George Rosenwald School Board
St. George, South Carolina

St. John Baptist Church

Gordonsville, Virginia

St. John Family Life and Fitness Center
Gordonsville, Virginia

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

Atlanta, Georgia

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Washington, DC

Rosenwald National Historical Park Campaign

Stone Temple Baptist Church
Chicago, lllinois

Tanner Preservation Alliance
Newport, Tennessee

Temple Emanu-El of Closter
Closter, New Jersey

Temple Emanuel

Kensington, Maryland

Temple Sinai

Newport News, Virginia

The Ciesla Foundation
Washington, DC

The Coalition to Protect

Prince William County

Prince William County, Virginia
The Committee of 100 on the Federal City
Washington, DC

The First United Baptist Church
Gloucester, Virginia

The Garden Club

of Gloucester and Mathews
Gloucester, Virginia

The Gloucester Historical Society
in Virginia

Gloucester, Virginia

The Gloucester Union Relief Association
of Missionary Baptist

White Marsh, Virginia

The Jewish Federation of
Greater Washington

North Bethesda, Maryland

The Jewish Federations of
North America

New York, New York

The Land Trust for Tennessee
Nashville, Tennessee

The Newberry Library

Chicago, lllinois

The Phil Hardin Foundation
Meridian, Mississippi

The Renaissance Collaborative
Chicago, lllinois

The Schoolhouse Museum
Smithfield, Virginia

The Temple

Atlanta, Georgia

The Trust for Public Land

San Francisco, California

The Wilderness Society
Washington, DC

The World Conference of Mayors, Inc.
Tuskegee, Alabama

Thomas B. Fordham Institute
Washington, DC

Thurgood Marshall College Fund
New York, New York

Town of St. George, South Carolina
St. George, South Carolina

Turner Memorial AME Church
Hyattsville, Maryland

Union for Reform Judaism

New York, New York

United Negro College Fund
Washington, DC

University of California, Berkeley
Institute for Parks, People and Biodiversity
Berkeley, California

Virginia Holocaust Museum
Richmond, Virginia

Ware River Circle of the

King's Daughters and Sons
Gloucester, Virginia

Washington Hebrew Congregation
Washington, DC

Washington Literacy Center
Washington, DC

Washington National Cathedral
Washington, DC

WeGOJA Foundation

Columbia, South Carolina

Weitzman National Museum

of American Jewish History
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Wicomico County Natural Resources
Conservation Advisory Committee
Salisbury, Maryland

Williams Memorial School

and Community Alliance

Wood River Jewish Community
Ketchum, Idaho

Woodson Center

Washington, DC

Woodville Rosenwald School Foundation
Gloucester, Virginia

Zion United Methodist Church
Mardela Springs, Maryland
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