
DAVIS CO-SIGNS LETTER TO SPEAKER BOEHNER DEMANDING PROTECTION
OF SOCIAL SECURITY


WASHINGTON, DC (march 15, 2011) - Rep. danny k. davis (D-IL) ALONG WITH HOUSE COLLEAGUES SENDS
LETTER TO SPEAKER BOEHNER IN SUPPORT OF SOCIAL SECURITY: TEXT OF LETTER BELOW 


Dear Speaker Boehner: 



We are writing to urge that in the upcoming negotiations for a budget bill for Fiscal Year 2011, you as Speaker move the
House in the direction of protecting the essential operating budget of the Social Security Administration (SSA). H.R.1, the
Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act, previously passed by the House, cut SSA's operating budget by $1.7 billion
below the level needed to provide basic service to the public. SSA estimates that a cut of that magnitude could force it to
shut down for up to four weeks. A shutdown of that length would delay SSA's processing of benefit applications for nearly
700,000 new retirees, widows, disabled workers, and children; add to the already unacceptable number of unprocessed
disability appeals hearings; and prevent SSA from answering nearly 8 million phone calls from current and future
beneficiaries. Social Security didn't cause the current deficits and the services provided by SSA are indispensable. 



For nearly 54 million Americans, Social Security is the bedrock of economic security. The benefits are modest, averaging
about $14,000 a year. But for six out of ten recipients, that is more than half of their income. Current Social Security
beneficiaries depend on SSA to answer their questions, correct errors in their checks, and make sure their money is sent
to the right bank account. The 160 million workers who are paying into Social Security depend on SSA to keep their
wage records updated and to process their applications for benefits promptly when they become eligible. Millions of
families depend on SSA to issue Social Security numbers to their new babies so that they, too, can receive the family
protections provided by Social Security. 



In addition to the impact on current and future beneficiaries, the cuts in H.R. 1 would actually cost taxpayers money by
failing to fully fund SSA's fight against waste, fraud, and abuse. Although only a very small percentage of beneficiaries
are receiving benefits in error or in the wrong amounts, the savings from correcting those overpayments are substantial -
a return on investment of $7 to $10 for every dollar we invest. The cuts in H.R. 1 alone would prevent SSA from
recovering between $196 million and $280 million in overpayments - money that belongs to the Social Security trust fund
and the workers who contribute to it. 



Americans of all ages are counting on us to stand up for Social Security and not undermine its ability to pay promised
benefits and serve the public. We ask you to join us in taking a firm stand on protecting SSA's ability to provide critical
services to Americans. 



The Online Office of Congressman Danny K. Davis
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