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Rep. Davis on his support of extending tax cuts and unemployment benefits to the middle class. 


Over the past several weeks I have been deeply engaged in seeking alternatives to the agreement on tax cuts presented
to the Congress.  I have consulted with my constituents, with my colleagues in the Congress and today, with the
President of the United States.  I have attempted to explore every option, large and small, for modifying the agreement.  


There are any number of ways which the proposal could be modified to make our tax code more fair and equitable.  None
of those options appear to have any chance of passage in the Senate because of the obstinate stand of my Republican
colleagues in that body.  



There are any number of ways the proposal could be modified to ensure that tax dollars could be used more effectively,
more efficiently to put America back to work, to prevent the deficit from growing or other legitimate public purposes.   None
of those options appear to have any chance of passage in the Senate because of the obstinate stand of my Republican
colleagues in that body.



The Congress is now confronted with a choice between a bad agreement now, one which leaves many Americans with
little or no help or hope now while a few very wealthy Americans receive a hugely disproportionate share of tax
expenditures or massively tragic consequences beginning in just a few weeks when millions more Americans desperately
in need of continued unemployment insurance and/or some minimal tax relief are denied any relief.



After years of clamor by the Republican minority to end government deficits this agreement condemns us years of
additional massive federal deficits.  After years of clamor about the rights the minority in the Congress, the minority is now
using the rules of the Senate to hold millions of vulnerable Americans hostage to a political agenda.



This agreement does include critical aid for middle and low income workers that will provide real help for those in
Chicago, Illinois, and the nation.  In my District, the 2007 tax figures reveal that the Earned Income Tax Credit and the
Child Tax Credit provided approximately 72,000 families with $171 million and almost 40,000 families $39 million in
assistance, respectively.  The 13-month extension promises to help approximately 330,000 Illinoisans from losing their
benefits.



Having explored every practical option to modify the agreement, and having explored every option to protect the
maximum number of Americans it is now my responsibility to vote on the proposal.  I have come to the conclusion that the
best interests of my constituents will be served by voting for the agreement and resolving today to use every opportunity
to reverse and modify the onerous features of the agreement in favor of an equitable and fair tax system and aid and
protection for those who have lost their jobs in the days ahead. 
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