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Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. I want to thank the gentlewoman from 
California for yielding time. 


   Mr. Speaker, I rise to express strong support for H. Res. 
1222, supporting the goals and ideals of National Library Week. 


   The science fiction novelist Frank Herbert stated, ``The 
beginning of knowledge is the discovery of something we do not 
understand.'' Our national libraries serve as a much needed conduit by 
which we, as American citizens, gain more understanding of the world 
around us. 


   First sponsored in 1958, National Library Week is a national 
observance sponsored by the American Library Association and libraries 
across the country each April. It is a time to celebrate the 
contributions of our Nation's libraries and librarians and to promote 
library use and support. All types of libraries--school, public, and 
academic--participate. The City of Chicago is home to exactly 79 public 
libraries and to many private libraries with information ranging from 
cultural specific research 
to academic. 


   In my congressional district, the Seventh Congressional 
District of Illinois, we serve as the home of the headquarters for the 
American Library Association. I am proud to have this great organization
in my district, and I am pleased that many of its staff members are my 
constituents. We have libraries that are renowned, both public and 
private, such as the Harold Washington Library and the Newberry Library.


   Last evening, at a town hall meeting in Westchester, Illinois,
one of the trustees of the library board made it known to everybody 
present that libraries are vitally important, and I was very pleased to 
agree with him. 


   I also want to congratulate Robert Morris College, one of the 
academic institutions in my congressional district, for their 
installation of a new library that recently opened. It is magnificent.
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